Competitions FAQs


General
How does the entrant add more than one teacher?
How do I access the Competitions Handbook?
Do I need to make certificates for the winners?
Why aren’t winners/alternate letters available on the Handbook page?
Can I communicate how many students are in a competition category before the competitions?
Can I share the contact information of the entrants in the competitions?
Can names of judges be announced/posted prior to competitions?


Performance
Are changes in repertoire allowed?
Must all repertoire be memorized?
Are the performance times the same for all entrants?
An entrant’s music has her name on it; does it need to be covered?
What if there is only one entrant in a category?
Can performances be recorded or videotaped?
Does the Music Release Form need to be signed at all levels of the competitions?


Composition
How much are composition judges paid?
What if there is only one entrant in a level?
Does anything need to be mailed to the students?
Are MIDI files required?



[bookmark: Name]General

[bookmark: Teacher]	Q:	How does the entrant add more than one teacher?
	A: 	Step one: Please register one teacher and submit the registration
Step two: Please send an email to mtnanet@mtna.org to confirm the second teacher has paid MTNA membership. If the second teacher is a non-member, the non-member fee of $200 will need to be paid.
Step Three: Send the Director of Competitions (competitions@mtna.org) an email stating the name (first, last)/ member number of the teacher you would like to add.

[bookmark: Handbook]Q:	How do I access the competitions handbook?
A:	https://www.mtna.org/Handbook.html 


[bookmark: Officials][bookmark: Certificates]Q:	Do I need to make certificates for the winners?
A:	No. Fillable certificate templates are provided to winners and alternates by MTNA at the state level. National Finalists will receive certificates at the Finals.

[bookmark: letters]Q:	Why aren’t there winners/alternate letters available on the Handbook page?  
A: 	State Coordinators will NOT print the winner letters for the winner packets. When you click on Send Winner Email, the e-mail they receive will have links to the winner letter and all the necessary information for division. Only the comment sheets will go into the winner/alternate packets (performance). 

[bookmark: Communicate]Q:	Can I communicate how many students are in a competition category before the competitions? 
A:	Yes, you can say how many students are in a category but should not give individual names.

[bookmark: share]	Q:	Can I share the contact information of the entrants in the competitions?
	A:	No, you cannot share addresses, phone numbers or e-mails without permission of the student/parents.

[bookmark: judges]Q:	Can names of judges be announced/posted prior to competitions?
	A:	Yes.

Performance
[bookmark: RepertoireChange]Q:	Are changes in repertoire allowed?
A:	No—once an application has been submitted, no changes may be made.

[bookmark: Memorization]Q:	Must all repertoire be memorized?
A:	No. The solo piano and voice categories are the only ones that require memorization.

[bookmark: Music]Q:	An entrant’s music has her name on it; does it need to be covered?
A:	Names and identifying marks do not need to be covered on any music.

[bookmark: Times]Q:	Are the performance times the same for all entrants?
A:	No. Performance times vary between age levels as well as between the state and division levels. Please see the Scheduling Requirements document in the Competition Handbook: https://www.mtna.org/_Library/SecureDoc/3_PerfScheduling25.pdf


[bookmark: One]Q:	What if there is only one entrant in a category?
A:	A “competition” is not required; however, states are encouraged to offer these students the opportunity to play for a judge to receive a written evaluation.

The Director of Competitions will send information to the State Representatives.

If states have winners’ recitals, those entrants proceeding directly to Division Competitions should be invited (but not required) to participate in the winners’ recital.

An example of “one entrant”:  a state might have one Junior String student and two Senior String students. The Senior category would have a competition. The Junior String student would go directly to the division competition.

If you secure judges early, make sure they understand that if there is only one entrant in a category, you may not need their services.

[bookmark: record]Q:	Can performances be recorded or videotaped?
A:	Yes, provided the following guidelines are followed:
	1. They record only their student/child and no other students.
	2. They are unobtrusive (no tripods, no lights, standing in aisles, in front of the stage, etc.).
	3. The recording must be done for private purposes only and not distributed outside the immediate family.

[bookmark: release]	Q:	Does the Music Release Form need to be signed at all levels of the competition?
	A:	No. The Music Release Form will no longer be required at all levels of the competitions. Before starting the application, all entrants have agreed to abide by U.S. copyright laws. They have stated that they have the right to use whatever music is presented at all levels of the competitions.

Composition

[bookmark: Payment]Q:	How much are composition judges paid?
A:	Each state sets its own fee for compensating composition judges.

[bookmark: CompOne]Q:	What if there is only one entrant in a level?
A:	All entrants receive written comments at each level of the competitions.

[bookmark: CompMail]Q:	Does anything need to be mailed to the students?
A:	No. Fillable certificate templates are provided to winners by MTNA.
	 
[bookmark: MIDI]Q:	Are MIDI files required?
A:	No. All applicants are now asked to submit a link to a YouTube video of the composition being performed in addition to a PDF of the computer-generated score.
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