MTNA TEMPO 2026
Five Levels of Color: Play, Shape, Transform

Grant Kondo, NCTM

Forrest Kinney and “Hair”
Styling: keeping strictly with the chord symbol but in different styles
Coloring: keeping the same root but adding more complex harmonies

Subbing: also known as reharmonization, substituting a chord for a different one altogether

Chord Color Cheat Sheet ¥

Level 1: Roots

Level 3: Added Tone Chords

any C chord! (root only!) C
Level 2: Triads & Inversions
major triad C Cmaj, CA CEG 135
minor triad Cm Cmin, C— CEbG 1b35
inversions C/E “C slash E” E in the bass with any C chord
(slash chords)
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add2 chord Cadd2 C2 CDEG 1235
sus chords Csus2 CDG 125
Csus4 Csus CFG 145
Csus2sus4 CDFG 1245
add4 chord Cadd4 CEFG 1345
sixth chords Cé CEGA 1356
Cmé CEbGA 1b356
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Level 4: Seventh Chords

major 7th chord Cmaj7 CM7, CA7 CEGB 1357
dominant 7th chord | C7 CEGBb 135b7
minor 7th chord Cm7 C-7, Cmi7 CEb G Bb 1b35b7
half-diminished 7th | C°7 Cm7b5 C Eb Gb Bb 1b3 b5 b7
(fully) diminished 7th | C°7 Cdim7 C Eb Gb Bbb 1 b3 b5 bb7
minor-major 7th CmM7 C-A7 CEbGB 1b357
Level 5: Extensions & Alterations
Extensions 9,11, 13 (2, 4, 6) Root, shell (3rd + 7th) + color
Cmaj9 CEBD 1379

(a few examples since

listing all actually Cm11 CEbBbF 1b3 b7 11

confuses things more!)

C13 CEBb (D) A 13b7(9) 13
Alterations b9, #9, #11 (b5), b13 (#5) Root, shell (3rd + 7th) + alteration
Grant's descriptions b9 is smooth, #9 is spicy, #11 is dreamy, b13 is reaching

C7b9 CEBbDb 13 b7 b9
(a few examples) C13#11 CEBbF#A 13 b7 #1113

C7alt only alterations (no natural 9, 11, 13)

A Final Nofte:
“Yes And"” Pedagogy

Yes to notation, technique, sight reading, classical music
AND

creativity, identity, exploration, improvisation, arranging, composition, feeling and
communicating life through music



