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Trisutji Kamal (1936–2021) incorpo-
rated the folklore and traditional 
charms of Indonesian music in 
her 48 solo piano works, estab-
lishing herself as the only woman 

among Indonesia’s renowned contemporary 
composers. This poster introduces three 
works from her Sunda Seascapes collection: 
“Nuances of the Sunda Strait,” “Mystery of 
Sanghyang Island” and “Song of the Sea.”

Kamal began her musical education in Indo-
nesia before continuing her studies in Europe, 
developing a compositional style that blends 
musical elements from her Javanese heritage 
with Arabic and Islamic traditions, and West-
ern compositional techniques. Completed in 
1990, Sunda Seascapes exemplifies this blend. 
The collection includes seven works graded at 
level 10+ according to the Magrath leveling 
system, reflecting its technical demands, in-
cluding parallel chords, rapid sixteenth notes 

and frequent hand position shifts. Although 
Sunda Seascapes was once published by the 
Mitra Budaya Foundation, it is now out of 
print, with only three copies available in the 
United States through interlibrary loan. 

The first piece, “Nuances of the Sunda Strait,” 
features musical traits derived from Javanese 
gamelan music, prominently utilizing the 
pentatonic Slendro scale. Written in a five-
part, through-composed form, this piece 
showcases the modified Slendro scale and in-
corporates gamelan compositional practices 
such as melodic transposition and doubling. 
“Mystery of Sanghyang Island” employs open 
sonorities and melodic elaboration principles 
derived from gamelan music’s heterophonic 
texture. “Song of the Sea” explores Arabic trad-
itions within a four-part through-composed 
structure, with each section marked by shifts 
in texture and tempo. The piece also uses the 
heptatonic Pelog scale, which can be reinter-
preted as a modified double harmonic scale, 
effectively blending musical elements from 
both gamelan music and Arabic traditions.

Overall, Trisutji Kamal’s Sunda Seascapes is a 
collection that seamlessly integrates Javanese, 
Western, Islamic and Arabic musical traditions, 
showcasing her versatility as a composer. 7

Meldy Tanako earned a DMA in 
piano performance and pedagogy 
from the University of Oklahoma in 
August 2024. She has presented her 
research on the pedagogical works 
of Asian composers at regional and 
national conferences.
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